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Editorial from the Program Committee

The Program Committee developed the Call for papers [1] drawing extensively upon the experiences and
precedents obtained from previous Conferences, most especially ascilite Singapore 2007 [2]. We received
a record number of submissions (Tables 1 and 6) from a good number of countries, with the 'Australasian'
region and the UK being well represented. Strong support for the Conference from prospective presenters
was matched by excellent support from a record number of reviewers (Table 2).

Table 1: Numbers of submissions and presentations at ascilite Melbourne 2008

Full papers Concise papers Posters
Category

External
review

Submitted
Accepted Presented Accepted Presented Accepted Presented

Rejected

Full papers Yes 113 81 76 7 7 19 3 6
Concise papers Yes 86 - - 56 52 25 7 5
Posters No 17 - - - - 17 17 0
Total 216 81 76 63 59 61 27 11

Data is at 17 Nov 2008. The numbers presented are lower than numbers accepted owing to
cancellations and declining of offers, which occurred mainly in the category of "full paper offered
poster". The table does not record workshops or special sessions/symposia: Committee received 19
workshop proposals and accepted 9, and 2 symposium proposals and accepted 2.

Table 2: Origins of reviewers by country

Countries or city or province No. %
Australia (.au) 163 64.7
Singapore (.sg) 24 9.5
New Zealand (.nz) 19 7.5
United Kingdom (.uk) 19 7.5
Malaysia (.my) 12 4.8
China Hong Kong (.hk) 6 2.4
India 2 0.8
Other: Arab Emirates (1), Greece (1), Japan (1), Oman (1), South
Africa (1), Sweden (1), USA (1)

7 2.8

Total 252 100

With a large panel, we succeeded in keeping the load per reviewer at a reasonable level, namely an
average of 2.23 papers per reviewer. After 4 editorial rejects, we commissioned 585 reviews (3 reviews
each for 195 papers) and received 561 returns (96%; 24 papers were each missing one review due to
reviewers being ill and other unforseen circumstances; each was checked by Committee to ascertain
whether it was reasonable to proceed on the basis of two reviews, and in a few cases a supplementary
review was done by Committee members). We thank our reviewers very warmly. Their work is so
important in two respects, firstly helping authors to improve their papers, and secondly reviewers and the
review criteria they work to enable us to sustain our assurance to Australian authors that the process
complies with DEEWR's guidelines [3] for Higher Education Research Data Collection eligibility.

Table 3 is a new addition to our routine compilation of descriptive statistics. The notable and possibly
pleasing feature of Table 3 is that the gender proportions are similar for both authors and reviewers. This
suggests tentatively, at least in relation to this particular demographic, that we do not have a 'generational
gap' or perhaps a 'hierarchial gap' between authors and reviewers.

Table 3: Reviewers and authors by gender

Male Female Not ascertained Total
Reviewers 108 129 15 252
Authors 183 222 38 443

Reviewer and author gender was determined on the basis of first name, or personal acquaintance, or
institutional website information. Those not identified within a reasonable amount of searching time
were counted as 'Not ascertained'. The author count is for authors of full and concise paper
submissions only. Poster authors, workshop presenters and special session/symposia chairs have not
been included. The authorship count is on a per submission basis, i.e. authors named on 2, 3, …
submissions are counted 2, 3, … times. For similar data on AJET's authors and reviewers, see AJET
Editorial 23(3). http://www.ascilite.org.au/ajet/ajet23/editorial23-3.html

Table 4, to be compared with a similar table for ascilite Singapore 2007 [4] is also reassuring in relation
to our goal of building a larger authorship on a regional basis. Table 5 indicates that ascilite Conferences
have attained a long term consistency in acceptance rates that seems reasonable for this genre of research
presentation and publication.
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Table 4: Origins of submissions and acceptances of full and concise papers by country

Countries or city (a) No. submitted % of submissions No. accepted (b) % accepted
Australia (.au) 125 62.8 91 72.8
New Zealand (.nz) 24 12.1 21 87.5
United Kingdom (.uk) 19 9.6 12 63.2
Singapore (.sg) 7 3.5 5 71.4
Malaysia (.my) 6 3.0 4 66.7
Hong Kong (.hk) 4 2.0 4 100.0
USA and Canada 7 3.5 3 42.9
Others (c) 7 3.5 4 57.1
Total 199 100.0 144 72.4

a. Determined from address or home country of the submitting author (usually, but not always, the first author).
b. Accepted as full or concise papers.
c. South Africa 3, and one from each of Belgium, India, Pakistan and Portugal.
For similar data on AJET's submissions and acceptances, see AJET Editorial 24(4),
http://www.ascilite.org.au/ajet/ajet24/editorial24-4.html

Table 5: Full paper acceptance rates for ascilite Conferences

Year No. full papers
submitted

No. of full papers
accepted*

% acceptance

2008 113 81 71.7%
2007 109 81 74.3%
2006 108 71 65.7%
2005 82 58 70.7%
2004 104 69 66.3%

Average acceptance rate 2004-2008: 69.8%
* Does not include full papers that were accepted subject to revision to concise format.

With growth in the number of presentations of full and concise papers, we were forced to do some
'squeezing' in the timetabling of presentations. One group of full papers had to be allocated 'short'
presentation times and we regret that necessity. We regret also that in relation to total numbers, increased
numbers accepted for full and concise categories were offset by significantly decreased support for the
poster format, and an increase in withdrawals of full and concise papers (Table 6). These are matters
which we suggest for particular attention by the Society and future Conference Committees.

Table 6: Numbers of presentations at ascilite Conferences 2001-2008

Melb
01

Auck
02

Adel
03

Perth
04

Bris
05

Syd
06

Sg
07

Melb
08*

Total no. submissions received** na 185 118 153 119 194 195 216
Total number presentations*** 104 124 109 131 96 152 166 162
Full papers ('traditional' pres.) 61 76 60 68 56 69 80 76
Concise papers ('short' pres.) 24 31 38 51 30 53 46 59
Poster presentations 19 17 11 12 10 30 40 27

Notes: * Melbourne 08 data is at 17 November 2008.
** The table does not record numbers of workshop, special session or symposia submissions and presentations.
Melbourne 2001 numbers are from the Conference website. Numbers for others are from the printed Proceedings and
the websites. There are some minor discrepancies between Programs and Proceedings, presumably due to
cancellations, not detailed in this table.
*** The number of presentations is lower than total accepted due to cancellations and declining of offers, which
occurred mainly in the category of "full paper offered poster".

Authors and readers may notice that the general standard of copy editing for Proceedings papers does not
match the standards that apply for journal papers. This is a problem arising from the much larger numbers
of papers and the much more compressed timeframe that editors face with the Proceedings, compared
with a journal. However, in addressing this problem the main element very likely will have to be better
educating and informing of authors, because finding more editors, or allowing more time for their work,
or higher rejection rates are not attractive options for societies and conference committees generally. For
our part, we hope to prepare more detailed advice for authors and reviewers, for later publication via
ascilite channels, being very hard up against today's deadlines!

Roger Atkinson and Clare McBeath
For ascilite Melbourne 2008 Program Committee
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Shirley Agostinho, University of Wollongong
Reem Al-Mahmood, University of Melbourne
Peter Albion, University of Southern Queensland
Rozz Albon, Bond University
Belinda Allen, University of New South Wales
Alan Anderson, University of Newcastle
Baharuddin Aris, Universiti Teknologi Malaysia
Jocelyn Armarego, Murdoch University
Roger Atkinson, AJET
Naomi Augar, Deakin University
Alan Bain, Charles Sturt University
David Banks, University of South Australia
Sandra Barker, University of South Australia
Karen Baskett, National Prescribing Service Ltd
Stephanie Beames, Queensland University of Technology
Kanishka Bedi, Universitas 21 Global
Marsha Berry, RMIT University
Getnet Demissie Bitew, The University of Melbourne
Peter Blakey, Australian Catholic University
Paul Blayney, The University of Sydney
Yvette Blount, Macquarie University
Claire Bradley, London Metropolitan University
David Bremer, Otago Polytechnic
Christopher Brook, Curtin University of Technology
Claire Brooks, The University of Melbourne
Mark Brown, Massey University
Alison Bunker, Edith Cowan University
Kevin Burden, The University of Hull
Matthew Butler, Monash University
Rod Byrnes, Southern Cross University
Leanne Cameron, Macquarie University
Helen Carter, University of Canberra
Ching Sing Chai, Nanyang Technological University
Shanton Chang, The University of Melbourne
Juliana Chau, Hong Kong Polytechnic University
Chwen Jen Chen, Universiti Malaysia Sarawak
Chen Wenli, Nanyang Technological University
Cheng Wei Fong, Tunku Abdul Rahman College
Cheung Wing Sum, Nanyang Technological University
Eddy Chong, Nanyang Technological University
Doris Choy, Nanyang Technological University
Renata Chylinski, Monash University
David Clark-Murphy, Edith Cowan University
John Clayton, Waikato Institute of Technology
Thomas Cochrane, Unitec, NZ
Jo Coldwell, Deakin University
Gráinne Conole, The Open University
Linda Corrin, University of Wollongong
Debby Cotton, University of Plymouth
Andrew Creed, Deakin University
Geoffrey Crisp, University of Adelaide
Laura Czerniewicz, University of Cape Town
Barney Dalgarno, Charles Sturt University
Ritu Dangwal, The NIIT Institute of Information

Technology, India
Kashmira Dave, The University of Sydney
Phillip Dawson, University of Wollongong

Leitha Delves, The University of Western Australia
Lisa Deng, Hong Kong University
Shanti Divaharan, Nanyang Technological University
Iain Doherty, University of Auckland
Peter Donnan, University of Canberra
Mary Dracup, Deakin University
Nalaka Edirisinghe, Temasek Polytechnic
Irina Elgort, Victoria University of Wellington
Kristine Elliott, The University of Melbourne
Ainslie Ellis, Swinburne University of Technology
Allan Ellis, Southern Cross University
Linda Fang Mei Ling, Temasek Polytechnic
Jan Fermelis, Deakin University
Brian Ferry, University of Wollongong
Sally Firmin, University of Ballarat
Andrew Fluck, University of Tasmania
Mark Freeman, University of Sydney
Philippa Gerbic, Auckland University of Technology
Lynne Giddings, Auckland University of Technology
Veronica Goerke, Curtin University of Technology
Carlos Gonzalez, The University of Sydney
Annegret Goold, Deakin University
Maree Gosper, Macquarie University
Cathy Gunn, University of Auckland
Eugene Gvozdenko, The University of Melbourne
Pauline Hagel, Deakin University
Andrea Hall, Sultan Qaboos University, Oman
Margaret Hamilton, RMIT University
Michael Hammond, University of Warwick, UK
John Hannon, La Trobe University
Neil Harris, Griffith University
Jamalludin Harun, Universiti Teknologi Malaysia
Michael Henderson, Monash University
Jan Herrington, University of Wollongong
Tony Herrington, University of Wollongong
Khe Foon Hew, Nanyang Technological University
David Hirst, La Trobe University
Amy Hogan, University of Technology
Dale Holt, Deakin University
Hong Kian Sam, Universiti Malaysia Sarawak
Sarah Howard, The University of Sydney
Hing Keung Vincent Hung, Hong Kong Institute of

Education
Azilawati Bte Jamaludin, Nanyang Technological

University
Romina Jamieson-Proctor, University of Southern

Queensland
Martin Jenkins, University of Gloucestershire
Athanassios Jimoyiannis, University of Peloponesse, Greece
Diana Jonas-Dwyer, University of Western Australia
Anthony Jones, University of Melbourne
Deborah Kaye Jones, The University of Melbourne
Jennifer Jones, Australian National University
Peter Jones, James Cook University
Stephen Jones, La Trobe University
Gordon Joughin, University of Wollongong
Alanah Kazlauskas, Australian Catholic University
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Matthew Kearney, University of Technology, Sydney
Benjamin Kehrwald, Massey University
Christina Keller, Jönköping International Business School,

Sweden
Oriel Kelly, Manukau Institute of Technology, NZ
David M. Kennedy, Hong Kong University
Gregor Kennedy, The University of Melbourne
Michael Keppell, Charles Sturt University
Myint Swe Khine, Emirates College for Advanced

Education
Tess Knight, Deakin University
Kong Siu Cheung, Hong Kong Institute of Education
Marianna Koulias, University of Sydney
Hans-Jörg Kraus, Australian National University
Siew Wee Kwek, Nanyang Polytechnic, Singapore
Sarah Lambert, University of Wollongong
Jo Lander, University of Sydney
Colin Latchem, Consultant
Lee Chien Ching, Nanyang Technological University
Lee Yik Sheng, Tunku Abdul Rahman College
Tim Lever, University of Sydney
Euan Lindsay, Curtin University of Technology
Andrew Litchfield, University of Technology Sydney
Sabine Little, University of Sheffield
Lori Lockyer, University of Wollongong
Loi Yaw Yuen, Manager, Tunku Abdul Rahman College
Claire Macken, Deakin University
Stephen Mackey, Deakin University
Dorit Maor, Murdoch University
Anoush Margaryan, Glasgow Caledonian University
Andrew Marriott, Curtin University of Technology
Stephen Marshall, Victoria University of Wellington
Kenneth Martin, The University of Western Australia
Iain McAlpine, La Trobe University
Clare McBeath, IIER
David McConnell, Lancaster University
Coralie McCormack, University of Canberra
Jacquie McDonald, University of Southern Queensland
Jenny McDonald, University of Otago
Jim McGovern, RMIT University
Helen McLean, RMIT University
Catherine McLoughlin, Australian Catholic University
Mark McMahon, Edith Cowan University
Margot McNeill, Macquarie University
Charlynn Miller, University of Ballarat
Koren Mitchell, Charles Sturt University
Sugata Mitra, Newcastle Universtiy, UK
Michael Morgan, Monash University
Gayle Morris, Deakin University
Nona Muldoon, Central Queensland University
David Murphy, Monash University
Robyn Nash, University of Technology
Neo Tse Kian (Ken), Multimedia University, Malaysia
Neo Mai, Multimedia University, Malaysia
Ng Siew Ling Connie, Nanyang Technological University
Mark Northover, Auckland University of Technology
John O'Donoghue, University of Central Lancashire
Meg O'Reilly, Southern Cross University
John Mitchell O'Toole, The University of Newcastle
Ian Olney, University of Wollongong
Ong Choon Teck, Singapore Polytechnic
Peter Oriogun, London Metropolitan University
Stuart Palmer, Deakin University
Linda Pannan, La Trobe University
Elaine Pearson, University of Teesside, UK
Lina Pelliccione, Curtin University of Technology
Russ Pennell, University of Wollongong
John Pettit, The Open University, UK
Renata Phelps, Southern Cross University
Robyn Philip, Educational Consultant
Rob Phillips, Murdoch University
Joanne Pickering, University of Sydney
Piong Teck Wah, Tunku Abdul Rahman College
Durairaj Ponraj, School of Health Sciences (Allied Health),

Singapore

Jane Ponting, RMIT University
Romana Pospisil, Edith Cowan University
Greg Preston, University of Newcastle
Kevin Pyatt, Eastern Washington University
Quek Choon Lang Gwendoline, Nanyang Technological

University
Rosanne Quinnell, University of Sydney
Debbie Richards, Macquarie University
Joan Richardson, RMIT University
Philip Riley, Bureau of Meteorology Training Centre,

Melbourne
Diane Robbie, Swinburne University of Technology
Ian Robertson, RMIT University
Jennifer Robins, University of Melbourne
Stephen Rowe, Southern Cross University
Gayani Samarawickrema, Deakin University
Katherine Sanders, The University of Western Australia
Michael Sankey, University of Southern Queensland
Mark Schier, Swinburne University of Technology
Sandy Schuck, University of Technology Sydney
Manjula Sharma, University of Sydney
Paul Sheehy, University of Sydney
Lou Siragusa, Curtin University of Technology
Alastair Smith, Victoria University of Wellington
Wing Mui Winnie So, Hong Kong Institute of Education
Emma Somogyi, The University of Queensland
Alan Soong, Nanyang Technological University
Benson Soong, University of Cambridge
Christine Spratt, Royal Australian & New Zealand College

of Psychiatrists
Elizabeth Stacey, Deakin University
Caroline Steel, The University of Queensland
Cherry Stewart, University of New England
Sarah Stewart, Otago Polytechnic
Ian Story, Deakin University
Jennie Swann, Auckland University of Technology
Denise Sweeney, The University of Newcastle
Kevin Sweeney, The University of Melbourne
Joyce Tan Sue Lin, Singapore Polytechnic
Zaidatun Tasir, Universiti Teknologi Malaysia
Santha Thanasingam, Nanyang Technological Univers
Thang Tze Yian, Singapore Management University
Eileen Thompson, The University of Western Australia
Rosemary Thomson, University of Western Sydney
Mary S. Thorpe, The Open University
Rhondda Tilbrook, Murdoch University
Janet Toland, Victoria University of Wellington
Alexei Tretiakov, Massey University
Kathryn Trinder, Glasgow Caledonian University
Belinda Tynan, University of New England
Michael Vallance, Future University, Japan.
Julie Van Den Eynde, The University of Queensland
Marie-Louise Van Der Klooster, Deakin University
Laurene Vaughan, RMIT University
Deborah Veness, The Australian National University
Elena Verezub, Swinburne University of Technology
Peter Vitartas, Southern Cross University
Christian Voigt, University of South Australia
Mary-Helen Ward, University of Sydney
Colin Warren, Deakin University
Rob Wass, University of Otago
Jennifer Way, The University of Sydney
Debbi Weaver, Swinburne University of Technology
Marissa Wettasinghe, Nanyang Technological University
Nicola Whitton, Manchester Metropolitan University
Jeremy Williams, Knowledge Universe Education,

Singapore
Gail Wilson, Bond University
Wong Khoon Yoong, Nanyang Technological University
Woo Huay Lit, Nanyang Technological University
Helen Wozniak, Charles Darwin University
Jon Yorke, University of Plymouth, UK
Audrey Yue, The University of Melbourne
Yuen May Chan, Multimedia University, Malaysia


