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What is Mediawiki? 

• Web-based application  

• Similar concept to Wikipedia 

• Allows multiple users to work collaboratively on 

the same documents 

 



About the unit 

• Core unit in Construction Management, 

Architecture and associated combined degrees 

• Understanding of construction technology of low-

rise commercial and industrial buildings 

• Develop the ability to communicate the results of 

the students’ research in construction technology 

using appropriate digital media 

• T1/2011 : 180 students – 18 groups with 10 team 

members 

• Authentic learning assignment reflecting the “real 

world” of a construction company 

 

 

 



Why Choose Mediawiki?  

• Supported by Deakin 

• Flexible 

• History page shows each contribution made 

in Mediawiki 



Mediawiki Interface 

 

 



Assignment page 



Discussion Page 

• Allows communication between group 

members 

– A space for group members to discuss and 

contribute 

–  Peer learning 



Discussion Page 



Discussion Page 

 



Submission Page 

• A space for Final Submission of the 

assignment  



Submission Page 

 



Submission Page (D) 

 



History Page 

• To avoid argument/excuses among the 

students; the history page is the best feature 

in Mediawiki 

– It tells you what has changed and who made 

the changes or addition/deletion 

– It tells you how long that person is using 

Mediawiki  

– You can see a summary of individual 

contribution and how long they have been on 

the site 

 



History Page 



History Page 



Teaching & learning support for staff 

• One-to-one hands on professional 

development training session on using a 

Mediawiki in teaching and learning 

• Progressive assistance from the initial to 

final stage of design and structure of the 

assignment 

• Reflection of challenges and successes for 

future refinements to the assignment 



Student Support 
• Presentation  overview of using  the Mediawiki during a unit 

lecture 

 

• Drop-in session towards the end of the assignment  

 

• Help guides in the Mediawiki 

 

 



What did the students think about 

Mediawiki? 
34.4% of students enrolled in 

the unit completed the 

survey 

(62 students)  

32% had used Mediawiki 

before 

68% were first time users of 

Mediawiki 



Communication 
• “Mediawiki is a very handy way to work collaboratively in large 

groups, as the information can be edited by everyone 

simultaneously” 

• “[Mediawiki] built important team skills and organisational 

skills” 

• “members of the group can work independently and still be 

able to communicate with the rest of the group”; 

• “Mediawiki did enable a large group of students to 

communicate and get to know one another better. This was 

the largest group I have worked with since starting university” 



Individual contributions 
• “all group members can [then] see each others’ contributions 

and measure their work in relation to that” 

• “I think the wiki is a good tool for [a] group assignment as it 

allows people to put their stuff up and the others can see it 

instantly”. 

• “an issue was that quite a few people struggled with operating 

wiki so the one group member who was experienced at it 

generally put work up for them, therefore it may have seemed 

like people did less than they actually did”;  



Flexibility 
• “Mediawiki could be used from home and made doing the 

assignment as a group a lot easier” 

• “the wiki is easily accessible so it is useful for seeing the 

progress other group members have made. It is also useful for 

staying in contact with group members outside of emails and 

phones, as long as the wiki is regularly checked by everyone” 

• “all parties/group members can work on the wiki and collate 

work easily rather than relying on face to face meetings and 

deadlines to see each others’ work” 



Peer and authentic learning 
• “learning how to use the wiki means that we will be able to use 

it in the future, not only for assignments but as an actual life 

skill” 

• “range of different students from other courses, got to 

associate with them like the real world” 

• “I found that working as a group we were able to share 

resources which was very useful. The Mediawiki allowed us to 

easily share this information via the discussion page”.  



Challenges in using wikis in teaching 

and learning 



Skills required in using Mediawiki 

• “It was hard to format our submission … not being able to put 

in tables … the format of Mediawiki will take some time to get 

used to”   

• “we found the formatting of the Wiki extremely difficult and 

time consuming” 

• “coding was problematic to begin with as everyone was new 

to the program” 

• “the biggest issues are having group members of varying skill, 

and also general teething issues yourself, it’s very hard to 

suddenly pick up an internet coding format when you're not 

used to it. Some students wouldn't feel motivated to learn it 

either, when they consider that they will never need it in their 

careers” 

 



Need for greater support in using 

Mediawiki 
• “should be more instruction initially in how to use the site” 

• “having the tutorials focus more on the actual wiki that was 

being produced rather than on the group (Maybe, get the wiki 

projected on a screen so that the group can go through parts 

of it with the tutors)” 

• “there should be more education and practice on media-wiki 

before commencing the actual project” 

• “more on line video tutorials should be made available to 

ensure more things can be easily implemented e.g. formatting, 

how to insert a gallery for photos etc.... There is a lot the wiki 

can do but learning tools such as more video tutorials need to 

be provided so that we can learn to use the wiki facility to its 

fullest” 

 



Group dynamics and size 

• “less group members. I feel that 5 members per group would 

be more beneficial with this assignment as it would be easier 

to determine a direction for the group and easier to determine 

individual tasks for group members. It was very difficult to 

organise the group with 10 members, 1 leader and no specific 

tasks set for individual members in the assessment brief. If 

you had members in your group who hardly contributed, like 

the group I was in, then the group mark will be low and an 

individual who put in lots of work for their nominated section of 

the assignment will be punished due to the poor contributions 

of other members in their respective sections” 

• “good experience, worked with a lot of different students. It is 

really dependent on the group you get, I heard some other 

groups were really struggling with group participation etc” 

 



Future directions 

Suggested refinements to the assignment: 

• Further developing students’ skills in using 

Mediawiki 

• Mediawiki assignments made viewable to all 

students after the due date of the 

assignment 

• Mediawiki used as a co-requisite of the unit 

in a peer learning exercise among students 

in different year levels 
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Questions? 

 

 

      Thank you! 


