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It is not a new thought that good induction and orientation in Higher Education, prepared in
a targeted and supported way, enables improved student socialisation and retention
(McNickle, 1999; Bozarth, 2004; Salmon, 2000). The challenges of providing this
orientation increase in distance study and are particularly acute for students whose earlier
experiences of study are pre-web.

The online orientation tutorial for postgraduate students in Veterinary Science aims to:
Enable students to develop technological and information skills

Provide clarity in the processes required for completing formal study by distance
Equip students with core study and time management skills

Encourage early adoption of reflective practice

Prepare students for the challenges of online group work

Provide opportunities for social and professional interaction online

Reduce the stress of impending study

As well as these orientation-focused goals, online orientation has been designed to
encourage students to adopt their actions in the online classroom to be the goal of their
learning behaviour (cf Young, 2004), rather than considering the online classroom to be a
web-based information resource, as previous experience with the web might imply. This
prepares students to take an active and collaborative approach to learning.

Keywords: orientation to online learning, student orientation, preparation for collaborative
online study, postgraduate coursework, orientation to distance education

References

Bozarth, J., Chapman, D. & LaMonica, L. (2004). Preparing for distance learning: Designing an online
student orientation course. Educational Technology & Society, 7(1), 87-106.

McNickle, C. (1999). Flexible delivery: Induction strategies and support for learner success. Research
report, Canberra Institute of Technology.

Salmon, G. (2000). E-Moderating: The key to teaching and learning online. London: Kogan Page.

Young, M. (2004). An ecological psychology of instructional design: learning and thinking by perceiving
— acting systems. In D. H. Jonassen (Ed.), Handbook of research on educational communication and
technology (2™ ed., pp. 215-242). Mahwah: Lawrence Erlbaum.

Author contact details

Hannah Forsyth, Faculty of Veterinary Science, B10 — Evelyn Williams, University of Sydney, NSW
2006, Australia. Email: h.forsyth@usyd.edu.au.

Meg Vost, B10 - Evelyn Williams, The University of Sydney, NSW 2006, Australia.
Email: m.vost@usyd.edu.au.

972



Proceedings of the 23rd annual ascilite conference: Who's learning? Whose technology?

Sarah Graham, A16 — Badham, The University of Sydney, NSW 2006, Australia.
Email: s.graham@]library.usyd.edu.au.

Karen Black, C15 - Farms Library, The University of Sydney, NSW 2006, Australia.
Email: kblack@library.usyd.edu.au.

Ruth Laxton, R.L. Learning Designs, 6 Prospect Place Como, NSW 2226, Australia.
Email: rlaxton@rlld.com.au.

Jenny-Ann Toribio, Faculty of Veterinary Science, CO1 - J.L.Shute,University of Sydney, NSW 2570,
Australia. Email: jennyt@camden.usyd.edu.au.

Copyright © 2006 Forsyth, H., Vost, M., Graham, S., Black, K., Laxton, R., Toribio, J-A.

The author(s) assign to ascilite and educational non-profit institutions a non-exclusive licence to use this document for
personal use and in courses of instruction provided that the article is used in full and this copyright statement is
reproduced. The author(s) also grant a non-exclusive licence to ascilite to publish this document on the ascilite web site
(including any mirror or archival sites that may be developed) and in electronic and printed form within the ascilite
Conference Proceedings. Any other usage is prohibited without the express permission of the author(s). For the
appropriate way of citing this article, please see the frontmatter of the Conference Proceedings.

973



